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 Special Foxlands Work & Walk 

Sat., Sept. 20, 10 am—2 pm. Memorial ceremony at 1 p.m. 

Koppernick entrance, west of Hix Road, south of Joy Road.  Starting at Koppernick park-

ing lot to northwest corner of Foxlands, once a sod farm. The work is cutting invasive 

plants from around memorial trees for Dan Mehelich, Don Polich and Jamie Burton.  

 

 Forest Walk & Work  

Sat., Oct. 4, 10 am-2 pm 

Koppernick entrance, west of Hix Road, south of Joy Road. Walk a loop trail through the 

forest. Work is removing invasive plants.  

 

 Newburgh Fall Walk &  Work 

Sat., Oct. 18, 10 am-2 pm 

Newburgh entrance, east of Newburgh Road, just north of Warren Road. Walk through 

forest to Nankin site. Work is cutting invasive plants.  

 

 Hix Fall Walk &  Work 

Sat., Nov. 8, 10am-2pm 

Westland Hix Park entrance, entrance west of Hix Road, just north of Warren Road. Walk 

to our Tonquish Creek cleanup site. Work is cutting invasive plants.  

 

 Koppernick Winter Walk (no work!) 

Sat., Dec. 6, 10 am– noon 

Koppernick entrance, west of Hix Road, south of Joy Road. Walk a loop trail through the 

forest. Enjoy some “forest bathing” before the holiday shopping.  

 

 Fall Membership Meeting 

Sat., Dec. 20, 10;30 am– 12:30 pm 

Bennett Civic Center Library in Livonia. Please join us! See article on page 2 

P lease join in! Our walks last 90 minutes or so.  Activity lengths vary but stay as long 

as you can.  Make sure you check our Facebook page for updates since events are 

subject to change. All events are family friendly.  Sorry, no dogs allowed at our  

activities. Questions?   

Contact us at HollidayAssociation@hnpa.org or via our Facebook page.  

HNPA.ORG 

Our 37th Year 

Upcoming Activities 

NOTE: Work Projects listed below: Loppers, gloves, snacks and drinks provided. 



Fall 2025 Page 2 HNPA.ORG 

Updates & Happenings 

Our group will host its  

bi-annual HNPA Member-

ship Meeting  Sat., Dec. 20, 

10:30 am to 12:30 pm at the 

Bennett Civic Center  

Library, 32777 Five Mile 

Road in Livonia.  

These meetings provide you 

with the opportunity to dis-

cuss issues concerning the 

Preserve and ask questions 

and meet your board and 

other HNPA members.  

There will also be Board 

elections, Preserve photos 

and updates on grant work! 

Oh, and donuts!  

HNPA welcomes general 

public to learn about how 

we provide some steward-

ship for The Holliday  

Nature Preserve. 

While HNPA had a very  

active Spring schedule of 

activities, there was NO  

activity on the WC Parks 

grant projects. We kept 

waiting for the bulldozers 

and cranes to show up, but 

the paperwork is still held 

up for final approval.  

The WC Parks director va-

cancy is still not filled. The 

Wayne Road bridge re-

placement in Westland near 

Joy Road is moving along. 

That location will be much 

changed when the work is 

done.  

There was some progress 

on the “Rat Camp” in  

Newburgh section of  

Preserve. Half of the trash 

dump has been removed. 

Work resulted in minimum 

damage to the Preserve, 

while work area was 

cleaned 90%+. Cleanup is 

NOT pleasant work. Looking 

forward to cleanup crews 

return. 

Central 

Michigan 

University 

has a  

project 

that 

measures 

water lev-

el condi-

tions in 

the Rouge River watershed. 

Water gauges are installed 

in various locations. One of 

those locations is near the 

small Ellsworth bridge over 

Tonquish Creek.  

There is a need for someone 

to adopt that gauge. Volun-

teer would check gauge 

once a week to just check it 

still stands, and soon after 

rain events to take photos 

and  submit a report on line. 

Anyone interested in doing 

some citizen science please 

contact us at hollidayassocia-

tion@ HNPA.org. Visit would 

take less than an hour. 

Over the last several  

decades, HNPA members 

have planted three memori-

al trees in Foxland in 

memory of  Jamie Burton, 

Dan Mehelich and Don 

Polich, special people who 

played an important role in 

the early years of our organ-

ization.  

The trees were planted 

when Foxlands was just 

changing from a sod farm to 

an open field, and long  

before it became the young 

forest we now enjoy.  

During a work project on 

Sat. Sept. 20, we will cut  

invasive plants surrounding 

the trees and place wood 

chips to help revitalize the 

memorial. It’s part of a  

larger project by Wayne 

County Parks to make that 

blind corner safer for  

drivers and pedestrians.  

Please join us  for the walk 

and work project, and for a 

brief ceremony at 1 p.m. to  

remember our three friends 

who passed far too early.  

Membership Meeting  

Hot Summer; Little News 

Help Wanted (Just A Bit) 

Sept. 20: Revitalizing and 

Remembering: A Special  

Memorial in Foxlands 
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A Look Back at Recent Activities 

April 12: Early Spring Walk  April 19: Early Wildflower Walk 

April 26: Earth Day Work Day  

May 24: Tonquish Creek Rescue 

May 10: Spring Walk 

July 12: Membership Meeting 



   

  Name: _____________________________________________          

 

  Address: ___________________________________________    Address 2: ___________________ 

 

  City: ___________________________  State: ______  Zip: __________ + _______ 

 

  Email Address if you wish to share it. (We won’t) : _______________________________________ 
 

    $_______   Enclosed      
Please make check or money order payable to the Holliday Nature Preserve Association and mail to: 

HNPA, P.O. BOX 532243  Livonia, MI  48153 

Become one of our Supporters 

M embership in the  
Holliday Nature  

Preserve Association is only 

$5 per calendar year. In 

2025, we again ask for your 

support.  

Your $5 donation (or more) 

makes it possible to mail our 

newsletter; host a website; 

offer walks; purchase items 

for work projects; educate 

the community; and promote 

the Preserve.  

Donations are used to benefit 

the Preserve. You may also 

earmark additional funds to 

extend your membership.  

Thanks to our Supporters 
T he following people joined HNPA, renewed their memberships or made  

donations. We thank them and appreciate the continuing support and the 

trust they (and you) put in us. We use the funds we receive for the benefit of the Preserve. 

Anthony's Pond HOA 

Nancy & Paul Bailey 

Roberta Campbell 

Patricia Cole 

Marie Feeley 

Margaret Flowers 

James Gilbert 

Marian Gonsior 

Lillian Korona 

Paul Kulling 

Suzanne & Kenneth Lipan 

Chester Marvin 

Molly Feeley-Powers 

Rosemarie & Mark Rembisz 

Carol Shea 

Norma & Alan Vankerckhove 

Christina White 

Who We Are and What We Do 

H olliday Nature Preserve Association (HNPA) is a group of  

volunteers dedicated to the William P. Holliday Forest & 

Wildlife Preserve in Westland, Livonia and Canton.   

The Preserve consists of 500-plus acres of forests and wetlands 

that run along tributaries of the Rouge River.  HNPA seeks to nur-

ture a greater appreciation of this unique resource by hosting walks, conducting improve-

ment projects in conjunction with Wayne County Parks and promoting the importance of the 

Preserve to the quality of life of Western Wayne County communities.  Our activities are free.  


